or Tarr (4 


MINISTERS 


Ejected at E XO N. 4 


Nl * TUN 
ty JAMES P EIA E, one of them. : 


75 
DEERSSSS $4 $4 r oh ode eee ok 


MR. Jose eu HALLET and being 
< 2 well known in Exon, there is no need 
o lay any thing of our character 3. 
nor is it intended in this paper to 
| give a — account of the Gilerenes 
and diſpute which has been among 
the Diſlenters of late; ſuch a one may 
e expected in ſome time. All that is now deſign d 
5 to acquaint the people, and the world, with — 
aſt part of the procedure in ejecting us, and to a 
o the conſcienoes of all, whether we have been 3 pen 
ealtwith. 3 Mas 
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Mx. Haller has been ſettled among them above thefs 


© Years; and I was above 5 years ago choſen by the 
three congregations, nemine contradicente ; whoſe choice 
was ſeconded by the deſire of the whole aſſembly that 


meets here; and I was brought from a moſt loving 


people, who made me a handſom allowance. 


OuR Labours were well accepted, until there a- 
roſe a controverſy about the explication of the do- 
Arine of the TRINITY; in raiſing which we had 


not either of us the leaſt hand. We both endeavour'd 
to ſtill it when it was begun, and made a, Noiſe ; but 
were not able to do it. There is no forma] charge brought 
againff either of bs as to our morals, nor any fault 
found with us, but with relation to this one point. 


IRE Gentlemen who uſed to manage the temporal 


affairs of the congregations, were pleaſed, ſome time 
ago, to ſend for ſeven fniniſters in the country, and 
deſire their advice. Theſe were the reverend perſons 


following. Meſsrs.Ball of Honiton, Horſham of. Top- 


Vo Hall and Moore of Tiverton, Walrond of Otrery, 
2 

the ejected miniſters ſide were adviſed with, or knew 
any thing of their being ſent for, till they came, be: 
ing Men pick d out as fit for the purpoſe. Had an e- 
qual number been choſen on both ſides, ſome good 
might have been expected. But theſe miniſters, who 
were really parties in the controverſy, 
ſigns of peace. The paper of advice which they drew 
up, was not dravvn up after a hearing of us, nor was 
It. communicated. by them to us, but accidentally fell 
into our hands while they were ſcattering it about the 
country in a circular letter. Nay, tho 1 inſiſted up- 
on it to three of them, that they ſhould give no ad- 


vice relating to me, without firſt hearing what 1 had 


to ſay; yet did they never give us a hearing. 


Wer thought they had no more right to draw up 


Teſts for us, than we had for them; and leave it to 


God and the world to judge, whether they have acted 
a chriſtian and brotherly part in what they have done 


againſt us. 


"Wedneſday, March the 4th, they came hither the 
ſecond time; and the next day the four miniſters were 
deſir d to meet the Gentlemen; which uccord ing'y . 
a ey 


elcigh of Cediton, and Manſton of Lywſon. None of 


urſued no de- 


any in Spain or Portugal. 
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they did. Then the paper the ſeven had drawn up 
and ſubſcrib'd, was read to us, which ſhall hereafter be 
publith'd at large. It conſiſted of three articles, the 
ſecond of which was what we were urged with, and 
was this : That the denying the true and 1 50 Divinity 


of the Son of God, viz. that he is one Cod with the Father, 


e 4n error of that nature [that is, an error that is 2 
I ſuticient foundation for the people to withdraw from. 


the communion of their miniſters holding it ] contra 
to the doctrine of the holy ſcriptures, and the common faul 
of the reformed c hurc hes. 
THEN was it put to us, whether we own'd that 
the Son of God was one God with the Father * 1 urged 
them not to be haſty, tellihg them, There were heads 
of advice under the conſideration of the whole body 
of the London miniſters, which were ſhortly expected, 
and might be a means of healing us. They anſwer d, 
They had nothing to do with them; nor would they 
wait for them; thoſe advices not being the advices of 
the Preſhyterian Miniſters ; but the addition of the 
Anabapriits to one ſide made a majority: tho' I am 
ſince inform'd they were divided, as well as the other 
denominations, teu on one ſide and nine on the other, 
I deftr'd that we might have time to give our anſwer ; 
but was told we muſt do it 14 Mr. H. told 
them, He heard there was in the Preſs a Book written 
by four eminent Miniſters in London, and deſtred we 
might ſee whether that, which was ſhortly expected, 
would ſatisfy us. Nothing of this nature avail's. 
There was no attempt made to charge us with denyiug 


the true and proper Divinity of the Son of God, even 
in the ſenſe of the article; ſo that we had not fair 
dealing in that reſpect. For here was nothing laid to 
our charge, ſupported by witueſſes; but an Inquiſitien 
was as truly ſet up, to rack our conſciences, and ſearch 


out the ſecret ſenſe of our minds, as ever there was 


I challeng'd them thus: 
© Gentlemen, Is there any ſingle expreſſion you cam 


© any of you charge me with uſing, either in praying 


or preaching, that has been diſagreeable to the ſcrip . 
© tures? No one offering to alledge any | added : 
© Then, Gentlemen, I take you 'to record, that you 


have no ſach ts accuſe me af, Te which I was 
a auſwer'd 
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nſwer d by one of them: Stop there ! we dont fay þ 
hen ſaid , © 1 defire to know what it is, that I ma 
© clear my ſelf. * All the anſwer to which was, That 
they did not come prepard tor that. I can't but thin 
this uſage to have been dilingeuous. To deal thus wit! 
a man, is to w und his reputation, withont giving 
him room to vindicate himſelf, let him be ever {c 
innocent; which is the worſt ſort of calumniating. |} 
i THEN told them, as to their article, I woul; 
own tyvat Crit and ihe Father were one, becauſe he 
faid ſo. They afk d, if | would own they were on 
Gd Ianiwerd, I: they would turn me to the text 
where *twas raid o, I would own it: But I had over 
and over declar d, I would ſubicribe no religious te 
at all that were not expreſs d in Scripture words: that 
If they made it a religious teſt, that three and two make 
five, would refuſe to ſubſcribe it. And gave thi 
as my reaſon for my ſtifneis; That! verily believ d 
Far dhe worit miſchief had been done to the Churc 
od by impoſing unicriptural creeds or teſts up01 
men; and that now God had ſtirrd up a noble ſpirit 
in men in vvhom we little expected it, to plead again 
impoſitions; and therefore I could not in conſcience 
tamely give up the liberty they vvere lo bravely defen- 
ding. They iaid, Tien they had my anſwer. Mr. Halle 
then next refuted in like manner to give his aſſent. Then 
Mr. John Laving:on, who had had as great a hand in 
kindling the flame as any man, roundly gave his auent. 
And Mr. V. Her,, in the lait place, offer d them this expli- 
cation, taken out of of Bp Pearſon, © Tho' the Father and 
© the Son are two diitinet perſons, yet ſince the Son is 
© of and from the Fatner, as the fountain of the Deity, 
© 2nd intimately united with him, I conceive, in this 
© ſenie he may be ſaid to be one God vvith the Father. 
This vvould not be accepted; and fo they ſaid they 
were for withdrawing from us, but were for parting. 


amicably. told them, They knew I had ſeveral 
times declar d, that in caſe they could heal the breach, 


and continue to hold communion with one another, 
T ſhould be very glad to be laid aſide, it that would 


be a means to make peace; and that I continued in 


the fame mind ſtill. And I ſaid to them; Gentlemen, 


£ you ſee I cannot do what you delpe;; Is there any} 
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„thing 1 can do beſide that will be of ſervice to the 


peace of the Church? But had no an wer. There 
were ſeveral of the.n that were much more node ate 
than the reſt, aud would have been glad if countels 


of peace had been followed. And when we were got 


up to go away, | fad to one who ſaw was trou»ied; 
© Sir, { put it to you; Do you believe thit tae Gen- 


c tlemen who drew this paper, did it with 4 4eilza to 


© heal? He would not ay ſo; but anſwer 4, 1: be- 
liev'd they did it with a defign for the gi>:y t and. 
He deſir d us then mt to depart, but let nam withe 
draw and conſult. We ſtaid ſome time, and nen one 
of them return d, and brought us this cid: : 24 wer, 
(tio ſome of tne n declare they knew not 07 11) tar 
if we had no more to ſay to the Gen lemen, che, ad 
no more to ſay to us. Anl {5 we prrted. 

Tat next diy, waici wis Fi three of the 
four proprietors or the meertnz-a5aſe warte M.. H. 
and  uied o preach, went, in their owa and rhe 
fourth's name, and took up the keys f the tou Cs 
T:1ey tent us uo neiſige, nor did we know their de- 
ſi au. On Sxrwdey morning, I tent to one of them, to 
kao'v waat they deſi zu d, lince muſt ſtudy if were 
t> preach. His anſwer waz, tnat I need nt ſtudy, but 
might preach an old ſermon : they took up the keys 
to ailert their power, the houſe being theirs, and they 
would ſecure it, it being moit convenient forchis fami- 
ly. It being moved, that the people ought to deter- 
mine the matter; he ſaid, there might be 2 mijority 
made perbaps by the ſinall payers, and they were re- 
ſolved upon having the place and mninilters tney liked, 
let the majority be ever ſo much againſt them; for 
they were able themſelves to maintain them. Howe- 
ver, he ſaid, the proprietors would conſult, and 1 
ſhould have an anſwer. Some hours afterwards, in the 


-afternoon, I had an anſwer, That Mr. Hallett and I 


might preach at the little- meeting, and Mr. Withers, 
who had now offer d them farther to ſubſcribe the 
Nicene Creed, might preach at that near the Boy. 


Lz r the world now judge. The houſe was built 
at the common charge; the Gentlemen were made pro- 
Prietors only tor torm ſake, the law making it neceſ- 
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fary the property ſhould be veſted in ſome perſons; 


and the greater the confidence was that was placed in 
them, the more intolerable was their oppreſhon when 
they betray d their truſt. 'Tis plain the people de- 
fignd the houſe for their own uſe in the worthip of 
God, and that it ſhould be at their diſpoſal. This 
was virtually own'd by them, as often as they left 
the people to the choice of a miniſter. If they 
who were diſſatisfied had withdrawn from us, and 
gone where they liked better; or if they had attempted 
10 eject us by the votes of the people, we are too 
mach friends to liberty to have troubled the world 
with ſuch a publick complaint : But if theſe proprie- 
tors may rightfully thut the doors againſt whom the 
people chuſe, or (which is all one) may make them- 


felves the abſolute judges whom to admit, or whom 


to exclude, I cant ſee why the people ſhould ever 
more be concern d in any choice at all Theſe Gen- 
tlemen have by this means the perpetual advowſon of 
the living; and if the people will bear ſuch an inſult 
upon their liberty and juſt right; there's an end of one 
rinciple the Diſſenters have always pretended to 
botd. I think it becomes them, as ever they will 
ew themſelves friends to liberty, to proteſt againſt 
ſuch unjuſt and oppreſſive methods. I ſhall always 
fuſpe& a cauſe which the zealots can find in their 
hearts to ſupport by ſuch injuſtice. 
Ox Monday the gth was publiſh'd a pamphlet, in- 
tituled, Arius detected and confuted, &c. Iwas de- 
deſign d to come out a little ſooner; but twas time e- 
nough to ſhew the ſpirit of the man. *'Tis indeed a 
pamphlet written with as much vveakneſs and bitter- 
neſs as can be ſupposd+ The whole deſign is to expoſe 
us to hatred and ſcorn; charging us vvith things we 
do not own, as that Chriſt is a creature, Cc. confi» 
dently aſſerting vve hold ſo, tho' we deny it; revi- 
ling us as eArians, tho we diſow the peculiar Opi- 
nion of Arius. I ſuppoſe ſome notice will be taken 
of it for the ſake of the common people; as to men 
of ſenſe, we know they cannot but deſpiſe it. As to 
aurſelves, we have over and over declard, that vve 
are intirely ſatisfied in all that the ſcripture aſſerts 
_ecycerning Chriſt, and ready to ſubſcribe to any wah 
888 taken 
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from thence; particularly we both of us teſtified, that 
we believe that text, Nom. ix. 5. Who is over all God 
bleſled forever, belongs to him. | 

ON Tueſday, upon an application made to the 
proprietors of the other meeting-houſes, all of them 
that were in Town had a 2 together, wherein, 
without conſulting the people, they determind we 
ſhould have neither of the houſes to worſhip God in- 
This put us to great ſtreights, and with much difficul- 
ty vve procur d a place againſt the Lord s-day, as con- 
venient as vve could; hoping ſhortly that we ſhall 
build a commodious one for the purpoſe. Nor can any 
wonder, that we had rather bear vvith ſome inconve- 
niencies than give up our liberty. 

I dare almoſt engage to gratify theſe Gentlemen in 
vvhatever they ſhall aſk, if they can procure any men 
of reputation for ſenſe and honeſty that ſhall approve of 
what they have done. Iwith any of the ſeven adviſers 
vvould ſpeak plainly vvhat they think of the method 
in vvhich vve vvere ejected. if they can venture to 
Juſtify the courſe taken, they vvill very much confirm 
me in the notion I have already form'd of them; and. 
if they do not, they leave their friends in the lurch. 
But I think ſuch miniſters as either have already, or 
deſign to appear in our pulpit, muſt look upon them- 
ſelves bound to vindicate what has been dane, or elſe 
they muſt be inexcuſable in invading what belongs ta 
us, 'till we are juſtly diſpoſſeſt of it. And I leave ic 
now upon the conſeiences of the Diſſenters in Exox 
whether they think they can be innocent, if they fall 
in with, and abet, theſe Gentlemen in their violence. 
Whether their notions are true or falſe, I conſider not 
at preſent : if they are ever ſo true, yet that will not 
Jaſtify what has been done; fbr the righteous Judve 
of the world will never approve of mens doing evil 


that good may come of it. 
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Advertiſement.” 
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